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Mission

Inspiring change by making 
connections between what is good 

for us and what is good for the 
planet

Vision

A green and thriving planet 
where people enjoy their 

lives within the earth's 
resources



We fuel the clean air movement, 
mobilising and enabling people 
and organisations to act to reduce 
air pollution and protect their 
health, and to put pressure on 
policymakers and major polluters 
to make the urgent system change 
required.

Our movements

Our role in ensuring a sustainable 
future is to ignite the post-
consumerism movement, taking 
on the tricky issues and 
challenging our value systems.
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COP6 (2000) to COP26 (2021)



Global annual carbon dioxide emissions 



UK annual carbon dioxide emissions 



UK annual air pollutant emissions 



In the UK, transport is now the biggest 
source of carbon dioxide emissions…



…And nitrogen oxides 



Climate change and air pollution are two 
sides of the same coin 
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Air pollution is a more powerful motivator 
of behaviour change than the climate crisis
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Brits are concerned about air pollution

•91% think air pollution 
should be a priority for 
the UK

•50% think it should be a 
major priority

Should be a major priority

Should be a moderate priority

Should be a minor priority

Should not be a priority



Support For Air Pollution Action Transcends Political Parties 

Air pollution should be a priority for the UK Air pollution should be a major priority for the UK





•Air pollution and climate change are two sides of the 
same coin 
•We’re making progress on both (in the UK) but there 

is a long way to go 
•Air pollution is a powerful motivator for change 
•People want clean air 
•People need support to live clean air lives 



www.actionforcleanair.org.uk  



Clean Air Schools Framework 





Health sector resources 



Business resources 



www.cleanairhub.org.uk



Clean air calculator 



www.cleanairday.org.uk 
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Clean Air Day outcomes 

• Half of the UK population have now heard of Clean Air Day.

• Since Clean Air Day started in 2017, we’ve seen levels of public awareness about air 
pollution increase: 
➢ In 2018, 68% of people were aware that their personal actions can impact the environment, 

including air pollution 

➢ In 2020, 90% of people were aware that their personal actions can impact the environment 

• Clean Air Day seems to be helping people to change their behaviour to be less 
polluting:

➢ Since 2017 we have seen a 22% increase in people who now choose to walk or cycle instead of 
using the car for short journeys (64% now report doing so)

➢ A 28% increase in people who report using quieter or less polluted routes when walking or 
cycling (70% now report doing so)
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Let’s develop a shared set of asks for 
systemic change for clean air 

For example: 
• Investment in alternatives to car travel including: 

more affordable public transport, bus lanes, protected bike lanes 
• Businesses mandated to act on air pollution
• Ban on log burners in urban areas 
• Public health campaign on air pollution 
• All health professionals trained on air pollution and advising patients 
• National Schools Pollution Taskforce supports schools to act on air 

pollution  
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www.actionforcleanair.org.uk
@cleanairdayUK
@globalactplan

cleanerair@globalactionplan.org.uk


