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About Us

We're a parent-led charity
based in South-East London.

We want to see a safe, clean
and green school run for
every child.




Impact of the school run on
air pollution




Where has the traffic gone?




School term time pollution modelling

Using a Breathe London air pollution monitor and TFL
bus journey times we analysed data around a
Southeast London junction between 7-10am.

We compared the school holidays to school term
times.

During school term time there was a:
1+ 56% increase in bus journey times
4 47% increase in NO2

4 22% increase in PM2.5

Sources:

https://www.solvetheschoolrun.org/post/private-schools-driving-a-47-increase-in-toxic-air-pollution-and-extensive-bus-delays

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2025/jan/14/private-school-run-in-south-london-linked-to-27-per-cent-rise-in-air-pollution
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Private school run had the biggest impact
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Private school run in south London
linked to 27% rise in air pollution

Campaigners say pollution levels in street in Herne Hill
were far higher when private schools were open
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Sclfish "Chelsea Tractor’ mums at
Harry Potter private school
slamined for causing soaring
pollution... but locals say a diffcrent
road menace is to blame
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Traffic delays are non-linear, which means that when
traffic rises to certain levels it becomes unstable.

Add just a |EVRCEUEN AL IR U ERYICH:A{dul-Nand

fast-moving traffic suddenly slows to a crawl; take m
few cars off of the road at the right time ElleBigliile

speeds and throughput can both increase dramatically.

Source: The Access Almanac, University of California.
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What journeys are being driven?

SCHOOL
RUN
PM2.5
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The School Run is...

25% of morning
rush hour traffic




Key Findings - London

National Travel Survey — our analysis of the

survey data

London Pupils

Primary

25-28%

Secondary

10%

Driving rates are

much higher
amongst London
primary age
pupils.




Key Findings - London

Distance Driving Rate
(miles)
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ondon primary sc

www.solvetheschoolrun.org

hello@solvetheschoolrun.org

hool travel data

London Primary Pupils - School Travel Dashboard

Borough School Types Methodology
Inner { Quter Londen Borough Ward Schocl Type School Name
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Modelled pupil travel mode School rundriving Recommended sustainable travel solutions
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Pupil numbers

Scheool Travel Insights -All of London

Meodelled % of pupils driven to school = 25%

We have categorised pupils into bands according to the distance they travel to school. We have then used the National Travel Survey [NTS] London schoal run driving rates
gt those distance bands, to model the numbers of pupils driven to school. For example 552 204 primary pupils travel less than 1 mile to their school, and the NTS London
school run driving rate at this distance is 7%, therefore we can estimate that 41 717 of them are driven, and so on. Our recommended sustainable travel solutions for

primary pupils travelling under 1 mile is walking & cycling. Over 1 mile, staffed walking/fcycling groups, e-cargo bikes that carry children, and dedicated school buses would
&ll help to reduce car use.

Mote: all independent school pupil distances used in this dashboard are modelled as these are not disclosed publicly.



http://www.solvetheschoolrun.org/

Provides school travel insights to inform solutions

Ward Map - % of pupils travelling 1 mile and over

Total Pupils Travel <1 mile Trawvel 1m+
Catchment Dulwich Wood
Schools Primary School 372 272 100
Dulwich College
No - = 372 104 268
unior
Catchment e —
School ulwich Prep
Londan 24l 234 807

76%
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Solutions

Make streets safe

Make travel convenient

Measure




Ambitious school streets make the school run SAFE

L g

3 roads filtered with 4 ANPRs
e 2km of road filtered

e 800 cars per hour traffic volume
* Primary & SEND school




The convenience of
CARGO BIKES

Faster

Safer

Cheaper




Measuring children’s travel to school

Key




How you can help...
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Summary
School run has disproportionate impact on air pollution.
Longer primary school journeys are biggest issues.
Make streets safe starting with ambitious school streets
Make travel convenient...cargo bikes

Help us get better measurement!



_SOLVE

THE SCHOOL RUN

caplimjelile,

If you’re interested in finding out more, we’d love to chat.

hello@solvetheschoolrun.org % +44 (0)7765 105 115

[®] www.solvethschoolrun.org O] @solveschoolrun



http://www.solvethschoolrun.org/
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